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U.S. ASKS PAKISTAN TO EXPEL TALIBAN LEADERS

- 24.01.2018

The Hindu, January 23, 2018

The terse White House statement came after the Taliban claimed responsibility for a major terror
attack at the Inter-Continental Hotel in Kabul.

The United States has asked Pakistan to immediately arrest or expel Taliban leaders who are
carrying out terror attacks across the border in Afghanistan, days after the militant group attacked
a landmark hotel in Kabul that left 22 people dead.

The terse White House statement came after the Taliban claimed responsibility for a major terror
attack at the Inter-Continental Hotel in Kabul on Saturday that killed at least 22 people, including
14 foreigners and eight Afghans.

We call on Pakistan to immediately arrest or expel the Talibans leaders and prevent the group
from using Pakistani territory to support its operations, White House Press Secretary Sarah
Sanders told reporters.

In Afghanistan, where terrorists attacked a hotel in Kabul, such attacks on civilians only strengthen
our resolve to support our Afghan partners, Ms. Sanders said.

We commend the swift and effective response of the Afghan security forces, she said.

Mounting pressure

Pakistan is facing mounting pressure from the U.S. to take action against terror groups and
dismantle their safe havens.

A spokesman for the Afghan Interior Ministry said on Monday that after the deadly siege ended on
Sunday, security forces also defused a vehicle full of explosives near the site of the attack. Afghan



security forces said they had killed the last of six Taliban militants who stormed the hilltop hotel.

More than 150 people were rescued or managed to escape, including 41 foreigners, reports said.

Kaynak/Source:



