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INDIA, RUSSIA FAIL TO FINALIZE S-400 AIR-DEFENSE DEAL

- 24.01.2018

Defense News, January 23, 2018

Vivek Raghuvanshi

Indias ongoing negotiations with Russia for the $5 billion-plus purchase of five S-400 Triumf long-
range surface-to-air missile systems are in deadlock yet again.

Indian Ministry of Defence officials, top brass with Russian arms export agency Rosoboronexport, 
and Almaz-Antey, the original equipment manufacturer and designer, have failed to reach a 
settlement on the price, training, service support and transfer of technology of the missiles, a top 
MoD official said.

 

Russia is demanding $5.5 billion for the five [S-400] units, very high training fee and refusing to 
give technology transfer of three types of guided missiles, the official said, adding that no plan has 
yet been offered for service and a spares-support package.

 

Another MoD official said the final contract is not going to be signed anytime soon, and India will 
not pay more than $4.5 billion for the systems. He noted that the deal would incorporate a Make in 
India economic policy in regard to the manufacturing of spares, the guided missiles and a life-time 
service support package.

 

Rosoboronexport executives were unavailable for comment.

 

India and Russia signed an intergovernmental agreement on the sale of the S-400 systems during 
a bilateral summit in October 2016 in Goa, India, in the presence of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

 

The MoDs apex procurement body, the Defence Acquisition Council, approved in December 2015 
the purchase of five S-400s at a cost of about $4.5 billion.



 

The service has already carried out two separate rounds of trails in Russia last year, but our air 
defense personnel have to undergo robust training to successfully operate S-400 Triumf systems 
before they are inducted, a senior Indian Air Force official said.

 

The Russian-built S-400 systems are capable of intercepting and destroying airborne targets at a 
distance of up to 400 kilometers (250 miles) and can simultaneously engage up to six targets. 
Each S-400 comprises tracking and search radar systems, eight launchers, 112 guided missiles, 
and command and support vehicles.

 

Another Air Force official said the S-400s will help the service counter ballistic missiles and target 
stealth aircraft. He added that the system would have three types of guided missiles. He also 
asserted that an India-owned S-400 would easily overpower Pakistans air defense capabilities and 
prove a match against Chinas strategic assets.

 

India will be the second customer after China to acquire S-400 systems from Russia.

 

India is currently developing and testing is ballistic missile defense grid that is essentially an anti-
missile system. The grids includes indigenously developed Prithvi Air Defence for high-altitude 
interception (above 75 kilometers) and Advanced Air Defence for low-altitude interception (below 
15 kilometers).

 

In addition, India is developing medium-range surface-to-air missile systems reportedly capable of 
taking out an incoming missile with its range of more than 70 kilometers.

 

The state-owned Defence Research and Development Organization is also in talks with Israeli 
defense companies to develop an anti-cruise missile system, but there are currently no details 
available.

 

India is also seeking to develop and acquire systems that can counter ballistic missiles and cover a 
2,000- to 5,000-kilometer range.
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