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Five days have been scheduled for exploratory talks between the CDU, CSU and SPD to negotiate 
the formation of a new German government. But even if there is a common declaration at the end 
of the negotiation marathon, it remains unclear if the parties will agree to form a government 
coalition. EURACTIV Germany reports.

The SPD branches of North Rhine-Westphalia and Thuringia states have already voiced doubts 
over the new grand coalition. Here, the vote during the SPD party congress on 21 January will be 
decisive. If the SPD party base decides against a coalition with the CDU/CSU, the government 
formation, expected to be concluded until April at the latest, might be in jeopardy again.

 

More work, less talk

Negotiators have their work cut out for them, Angela Merkel said before the start of the 
exploratory talks at the SPD party headquarters, the Willy-Brandt-Haus, in Berlin. All sides seemed 
to agree that the mistakes of the Jamaica talks will not be repeated. No Twitter, no 
announcements on intermediate results, no interviews   ጀ  simply less talk, more work, Horst 
Seehofer (CSU) told the press.

On the first day of the talks, the aim was to find common ground on the budget leeway for the 
coming term. Development minister Gerd  Müller (CSU) had warned in advance to not only plan for 
expensive domestic projects but also take into account the upcoming reconstruction conferences 
for Syria and Iraq. In this issue, according to him, Germany and the EU will be financially stipulated.

 

German coalition negotiators agree to scrap 2020 climate target

Germanys would-be coalition partners have agreed to drop plans to lower carbon dioxide 
emissions by 40% from 1990 levels by 2020, sources familiar with negotiations said on Monday (8 
January) – a potential embarrassment for Chancellor Angela Merkel.

For the negotiators, the pressure to succeed is tremendous. Even if the SPD is showing readiness 
to make concessions, the party has known since the Jamaica talks that up to   가㐀㔀 billion are on 
hand for presents. So if the schwarze Null [black zero, meaning not increasing the budget debt], 
can be maintained, the CDU might be ready for concessions too. In the end, it will depend on 



Merkel to convince her party colleagues that the old partner needs new offers.

 

Old problems, new style

After the first day of the negotiations, the parties involved seem to have made substantial 
progress in the areas of agriculture, infrastructure and domestic policy.

Europe could become a focal point in the remake of the grand coalition. Both Merkel and Martin 
Schulz are known as pro-European politicians. Nevertheless, there is unanimity, into which 
direction Europe should head in the future.

While Schulz argues for creating the United States of Europe by 2025, Merkel remains guarded 
over her vision. Parts of CDU/CSU have already criticised Schulzs plans as utopic. One of the red 
lines remains the idea of a eurozone reform forward by the French President Emmanuel Macron. 
An answer by the German government is still pending.

Germany's 'debt clock' counts down for very first time

A debt clock in Berlin, run by German tax lobbyists to shame the government into reining in 
spending, is falling for the first time in its 22-year history.

Another controversial subject is the question of migration policy, especially the issue of family 
reunification. Before the start of the negotiations, the CSU issued a list of demands on security and 
migration and insists that the limited protection status will not be prolonged beyond March.

To the SPD, this looks like a factual Obergrenze (upper limit) and like a breach of the Geneva 
Convention on Refugees as well as the right of asylum. Additionally, the SPD opposes the CSU 
demand to cut the period in which asylum seekers are entitled to get reimbursed for the basic 
requirements to 15 months from the current three years.

Nevertheless, the negotiators have signalled readiness to compromise. For them, a fresh breeze 
has to be a shake-up of the German government  ጀ more transparency, more discussion, closer to 
the people. We are currently in a new era, the SPD secretary general Lars Klingbeil explained. And 
this new era needs a new policy.
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