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EXPERT: A CENSUS IN KARABAKH ENOUGH TO EXPOSE ARMENIAN LIES
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In order to expose the Armenian lies about Nagorno-Karabakh, it is enough to hold a census in the
occupied region of Azerbaijan, following which it will be found out that nearly 30,000-40,000
people are living there, which is three times less than before the occupation, Elkhan Alasgarov,
head of Expert Council of the Baku International Policy and Security Network (Baku Network), said
in an interview with CBC TV channel.

The question is [J why did Armenians demand independence and the right to self-determination if
150,000 Armenians were living there when the territory was under Azerbaijans control? And now,
due to positive tendencies, their number has decreased to 30,000-40,000. Are these 30,000-
40,000 Armenians going to build an independent state? This is a very important question, noted
the expert.

According to him, Armenia itself hasnt yet decided on the future of the Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

From time to time, ideas emerge in Yerevan about a possible annexation of Nagorno-Karabakh to
Armenia, or about granting the status of self-determination, said Alasgarov. Yerevan understands
perfectly well that 30,000-40,000 Armenians cant claim self-determination.

Otherwise, Armenia will also have to give the right to self-determination to the Kurds living in its
own territory, noted the expert.

The whole path of Armenias President Serzh Sargsyan to the highest state position was
accompanied by bloody battles, political murders, and confrontation for power, he said, adding



Sargsyan is a political face of todays Armenia, which has all the features of nationalists, terrorists
and criminals.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, two countries of the South Caucasus, Azerbaijan and

Georgia, fought for their independence, while the Armenian society adhered to another ideology []
to prove to the world that the Armenian people faced a genocide. Politicians and authorities of

Armenia have tried to make the world recognize the genocide, as if its recognition by certain

political circles of some countries would bring the Armenian people some advantage, said

Alasgarov.

Another important part of this ideology was Nagorno-Karabakh, noted the expert, adding that the
Armenian authorities have repeatedly held elections in the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh region of
Azerbaijan, thereby trying to prove something to the whole world.

These tendencies in the Armenian ideology have led Armenia into the current distressed situation,
he said, adding that there are simply no political forces in Armenia that could change the situation.

The current political elite of Armenia is a group that is built upon a specific clan principle, and all
the important political, economic and military positions are occupied by people from the Karabakh
clan, said Alasgarov. It is impossible to talk about any success of this clan, because Armenia is still
in a difficult economic and social situation.

Of course, the Armenian diaspora forces stand behind all the actions of this clan, he noted, adding
that in order to preserve the power, the military-political leadership in Yerevan needs leverage to
influence its people.

The conflict between the two South Caucasus countries began in 1988 when Armenia made
territorial claims against Azerbaijan. As a result of the ensuing war, in 1992 Armenian armed
forces occupied 20 percent of Azerbaijan, including the Nagorno-Karabakh region and seven
surrounding districts.

The 1994 ceasefire agreement was followed by peace negotiations. Armenia has not yet
implemented four UN Security Council resolutions on withdrawal of its armed forces from the
Nagorno-Karabakh and the surrounding districts.
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