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CANADA TO BEEF UP POLICE PRESENCE IN IRAQ AFTER FALL OF MOSUL

- 27.07.2017

CBC (26 July 2017)

Canada plans to send more police officers to Iraq to advise and train their counterparts as the war-
torn country gradually moves from military to police control of newly liberated areas, including the 
city of Mosul.

The Liberal government will shortly announce a significant increase in its authorized police 
contingent in Iraq, to 20 officers from the current four, CBC News has learned.

And the RCMP-led peacekeeping effort, drawing on provincial and municipal officers, will 
emphasize the training of female Iraqi officers to improve the country's ability to deal with 
domestic violence and human trafficking.

A senior government official, speaking on condition of anonymity, confirmed the numbers will 
ramp up over the next year or more, after Canada sends a fourth officer to Iraq next month to fulfil 
an earlier commitment made in May 2016.

A briefing note for Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland and Marie-Claude Bibeau, the 
international development minister, spells out the rationale: "This increase will enable Canada, as 
a member of the global coalition against Daesh, to build key capacities in Iraqi security institutions 
and support transitions to new policing approaches."

The Feb. 24 document outlining the mission, approved jointly by Public Safety Minister Ralph 
Goodale, Freeland and Bibeau, was obtained by CBC News under the Access to Information Act.

The document estimates the annual cost of providing 20 Canadian officers to Iraq at $7 million, 
paid for out of RCMP and Global Affairs Canada peacekeeping funds.

Critical step

"As military operations to recapture Mosul progress, the government of Iraq is looking beyond 
immediate security needs and toward the sustainable reform of its security institutions, including 
the rebuilding of Iraq's police forces," says the document.

"This is a critical step toward enabling Iraqi police to play a more stabilizing role in Iraq and to 
manage threats such as Daesh," also known as the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), which has 
sought to establish a caliphate based in northern Iraq.



Earlier this month, the Iraq government declared victory over ISIS forces in Mosul, the city seized 
in 2014 by extremists and subject to hard fighting in the last eight months.

Canada has been under pressure to contribute as many as 45 police trainers to Iraq, including to 
an Italian-led police training mission. But the Liberal government has resisted the demands, as 
Canada had little direct experience of Iraq's policing sector.

'It's a valuable thing to do to get Iraq back on its feet.'

The briefing note says some of them may be sent to support the Kurdish regional government in 
the north.

The beefed-up mission will emphasize the training of women officers in Iraq, where there are only 
about 10,000 to 12,000 female police compared with more than 600,000 male officers.

"Male and female officers are provided different training at separate training institutes," says the 
note to Freeland and Bibeau. "Among female police, 9,000 are uniformed and work primarily to 
search women and children upon arrest or at checkpoints.

"As many as 3,000 [female] officers have administrative duties."

'Educated and eager'

The expanded Canadian mission will look for opportunities to recruit and train more Iraqi women 
for broader police work.

"Canadian officials have met with female officers and trainees, noting they are educated and 
eager, though they lack dedicated resources, access to the same training as men, family and 
societal support."

The United Nations' peacekeeping web page says that as of last month, there were 58 Canadian 
police deployed to UN-sanctioned missions, with the vast majority in Haiti.

Walter Dorn, an associate professor at the Canadian Forces College in Toronto, welcomed the 
increased numbers to Iraq.

"I think it's a valuable thing to do to help Iraq get back on its feet after ISIS had taken a large part 
of Iraq territory, and policing is a major factor in creating stability," he said.

But he noted that the Iraq mission is not UN-supported, and so Canada's commitment last year to 
deploy 150 peacekeeping police officers to various UN missions still stands.

Earlier this year, Canada agreed to send up to 10 police officers to Colombia to help in an 
international UN-led effort to demobilize guerrilla groups and monitor a ceasefire.
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