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WITH $2 BILLION INVESTMENT PLAN, CHINA SIGNALS ITS GEOPOLITICAL INTERESTS IN
SYRIA

- 12.07.2017

Times of Central Asia (12 July 2017)

China plans to invest $2 billion in the creation of an industrial park in Syria that will initially bring
together 150 Chinese companies, Qin Yong, the deputy chairman of the China-Arab Exchange
Association, announced on July 9 during the first Syria reconstruction projects fair in Beijing,
Russias Sputnik news agency reported. Observers believe that by doing so, China has sent a
strong signal about its geopolitical interests in Syria.

The project is being enthusiastically discussed by the government of Syria and the country's
diplomats in China. On the same day, Syrian Ambassador to China Imad Moustapha confirmed that
China, Russia and Iran will have priority over other participants in implementing economic
initiatives and projects in Syria.

Speaking to Sputnik China, some experts expressed doubt regarding the timeliness of such
initiatives, while others highlighted that by announcing its new initiative Beijing has sent a strong
signal about its geopolitical interests in Syria to the international community.

It was also reported that China is planning to take Syrian aircraft and vessels on lease for its future
economic activities. Chinese companies will be provided with the necessary legal support in the
sphere of investment, construction and banking operations by a special commission on legal
issues and investments in the restoration of Syria.

This commission was reportedly created by the Syrian Embassy in China together with the China
Arab Exchange Association and the Beijing-based Shijing law firm. The corresponding document
was signed on July 4 in Beijing becoming yet another confirmation of China's serious political
intention to stimulate business in Syria.

However, Chen Fengying, a research fellow at the China Institutes of Contemporary International
Relations, believes that the primary goal is to stop the war in Syria. "For Syria, the most important
matter is to stop the war and solve the problem of the armed opposition, and only in the second
place to restore the infrastructure," Chen told Sputnik China.

"Syria is located along the Silk Road," Chen highlighted, "If the situation in this country stabilizes,
we will be able to invest in various sectors of Syria's economy within the framework of the project
'One Belt, One Road'."

Azhdar Kurtov of the Russian Institute for Strategic Studies (RISS) echoes Chen.



Speaking to Sputnik he stressed that the restoration of Syria's infrastructure is the priority. He
added that the revival and development of the country's economy are of utmost importance.

"As for investments in high-yield spheres of industry, agriculture, transport of Syria, the provision
of such a possibility by the Syrian government will depend on whether China or some other
country will actively participate in the first phase [of reconstruction projects] aimed at creating
proper conditions for the population. For sure, the government of Syria will give preference to
those who will actively engage in the reconstruction of destroyed infrastructure," Kurtov said.

For his part, Vladimir Evseev, the head of the Department of Eurasian Integration and
Development of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) at the Institute of CIS countries,
believes that China's willingness to invest in Syria means that the end of the conflict is not far off.

"China really does not want to be left behind [J it wants to play a substantial role in the resolution
of the Syrian crisis. It has waited for a long time: it was not sure that Russia's actions would lead to
the result that was ultimately achieved. China has become increasingly involved in solving the
Syrian problem in order to provide the most favorable conditions for business," Evseev elaborated.

Evseev recalled that before the crisis China controlled a significant part of Syria's oil and gas. Tens
of billions of dollars were invested there, the expert pointed out. Predictably, China wants to
continue to maintain control over the country's energy sphere.

"Perhaps, we are talking about some 'corridors of economic influence'. China has made a principal
decision to take part in the settlement of the Syrian crisis, both politically and economically. This
can also be accompanied by limited involvement in the military sphere in order to test its
weapons," Evseev suggested.

China officially got involved in Syria last year by appointing its special representative for the
country. Furthermore, Beijing combines its diplomatic efforts with the provision of humanitarian
aid to the Syrians.
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