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MFA SPOKESMAN: OSCE MG CO-CHAIRS SHOULD DRAW CONCLUSIONS PUBLIC
DISCONTENT IN AZERBAIJAN
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There is a lack of security in the South Caucasus region, at the root of which lies the Armenia-
Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, Hikmat Hajiyev, spokesman for Azerbaijans Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said at an international public forum titled Armenias occupation policy: security in
the region and humanitarian disaster.

The spokesman made a speech on the settlement process of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

The international public conference was co-organized by the Research Center for International
Relations and the State Council of Support to Non-Governmental Organizations under the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Baku on June 22, APA reported.

Hajiyev noted that the ceasefire should create conditions for a peaceful settlement of the conflict.

However, Armenia uses the ceasefire regime as an artificial factor. The situation resembles trench
warfare and the Second World War, he said, stressing that Armenia has not changed its strategy
over the past 25 years.

They [Armenians] are trying to prolong the occupation of our lands and ensure that the
negotiations of the parties have only a protocol nature, he said.

Hajiyev added that Azerbaijan stands for substantive talks on the conflict resolution.



He reminded that the presidents of Azerbaijan and Armenia had substantive talks during the Saint
Petersburg meeting.

In first place, according to the spokesman, Armenian troops must withdraw from Azerbaijans
occupied lands.

Hajiyev said that Azerbaijan has been facing a major humanitarian catastrophe throughout the last
25 years, with a million refugees and internally displaced persons.

"The status quo is primarily based on military aggression. The co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group
visited the region again. There is a public discontent in Azerbaijan about the co-chairs visits to the
region. Theyd better draw conclusions from this, he added.

The spokesman said that in their statement, the co-chairs called on the sides to hold substantive
talks and demonstrate political will.

The Armenian side should take this into account. As can be inferred from the latest statements by
Armenian officials, Armenia does not have a constructive position, Hajiyev said. Yesterday the US
Department of State also called on the sides to resume substantive talks.

He went on to say: The Helsinki Final Act outlines non-use of force, territorial integrity, and
people's right to self-determination. Armenian military presence in the occupied lands is a threat
of force. Azerbaijan's community must return to Nagorno-Karabakh and the status of Nagorno-
Karabakh should be resolved within the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan after the return of the
Azerbaijani community. Armenia needs to understand it. Azerbaijan will never accept the violation
of its territorial integrity.

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict entered its modern phase when the Armenian SRR made territorial
claims against the Azerbaijani SSR in 1988.

A fierce war broke out between Azerbaijan and Armenia over the Nagorno-Karabakh region of
Azerbaijan. As a result of the war, Armenian armed forces occupied some 20 percent of Azerbaijani
territory which includes Nagorno-Karabakh and seven adjacent districts (Lachin, Kalbajar, Aghdam,
Fuzuli, Jabrayil, Gubadli and Zangilan), and over a million Azerbaijanis became refugees and



internally displaced people.

The military operations finally came to an end when Azerbaijan and Armenia signed a ceasefire
agreement in Bishkek in 1994,

Dealing with the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is the OSCE Minsk Group, which was
created after the meeting of the CSCE (OSCE after the Budapest summit held in December 1994)
Ministerial Council in Helsinki on 24 March 1992. The Groups members include Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Russia, the United States, France, Italy, Germany, Turkey, Belarus, Finland and Sweden.

Besides, the OSCE Minsk Group has a co-chairmanship institution, comprised of Russian, the US
and French co-chairs, which began operating in 1996.

Resolutions 822, 853, 874 and 884 of the UN Security Council, which were passed in short
intervals in 1993, and other resolutions adopted by the UN General Assembly, PACE, OSCE, OIC,
and other organizations require Armenia to unconditionally withdraw its troops from Nagorno-
Karabakh.
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