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AZERBAIJAN: 179 UNKNOWN MARTYRS' GRAVES FOUND IN RECENT YEARS
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The graves of 179 unknown martyrs have been found as a result of the monitoring conducted in
Azerbaijan in recent years, the State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing
Persons said in a statement on Thursday.

Referring to recent media reports on the places of burial of unidentified soldiers who died in
military operations during the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, the Commission
stated that this issue is an integral part of its activities.

The work on clarifying the fate of missing persons continues in accordance with the duties defined
by the Azerbaijani presidents order, dated 1 March 2001, and the regulations of the State
Commission, within the framework of the Treaty on collecting and managing centralized way the
Ante Mortem information about the people who disappeared as result of the Armenian-Azerbaijani
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, signed between the International Committee of the Red Cross and the
State Commission on April 14, 2008, said the statement.

As a result of the monitoring conducted in Azerbaijan in recent years under the instruction of State
Commission Chairman Madat Guliyev, the graves of 179 unidentified martyrs were found and
registered in districts nearby the areas where intensive military operations are going on. Video
footage and photos of the burial places were taken. The areas were examined with the presence of



those who attended the funeral of the unidentified martyrs and their testimonies were
documented and archived in a video footage, the statement said. Upon the appeal of State
Commission Chairman Madat Guliyev to the State Committee on Property Issues of Azerbaijan, the
Real Estate Cadastre and Address Registry Service and Land Planning Design Research Center
presented GPS coordinates of the graves to the working group.

The statement further noted that according to the framework agreement signed with the ICRC,
efforts are still underway to collect biological samples (DNA) from the relatives of the missing
persons. This work began in conjunction with ICRC experts in 2014. The collected samples are
stored in a place. The samples will be used to identify body remains in future exhumations.

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict entered its modern phase when the Armenian SRR made territorial
claims against the Azerbaijani SSR in 1988.

A fierce war broke out between Azerbaijan and Armenia over the Nagorno-Karabakh region of
Azerbaijan. As a result of the war, Armenian armed forces occupied some 20 percent of Azerbaijani
territory which includes Nagorno-Karabakh and seven adjacent districts (Lachin, Kalbajar, Aghdam,
Fuzuli, Jabrayil, Gubadli and Zangilan), and over a million Azerbaijanis became refugees and
internally displaced people.

The military operations finally came to an end when Azerbaijan and Armenia sighed a ceasefire
agreement in Bishkek in 1994.

Dealing with the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is the OSCE Minsk Group, which was
created after the meeting of the CSCE (OSCE after the Budapest summit held in December 1994)
Ministerial Council in Helsinki on 24 March 1992. The Groups members include Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Russia, the United States, France, Italy, Germany, Turkey, Belarus, Finland and Sweden.

Besides, the OSCE Minsk Group has a co-chairmanship institution, comprised of Russian, the US



and French co-chairs, which began operating in 1996.

Resolutions 822, 853, 874 and 884 of the UN Security Council, which were passed in short
intervals in 1993, and other resolutions adopted by the UN General Assembly, PACE, OSCE, OIC,
and other organizations require Armenia to unconditionally withdraw its troops from Nagorno-
Karabakh.
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