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U.S. GENERAL SEES PROGRESS BY IRAQI FORCES IN MOSUL DESPITE COMPLICATED
BATTLE

- 13.04.2017

Reuters (12 April 2017)

Iraqi forces are making progress in their offensive to expel Islamic State from Mosul but face a
"very complicated" urban battle as the militants hide in mosques, homes and hospitals, a U.S.
general told Reuters on Wednesday.

Government forces have retaken much of Iraq's second-largest city since January but have been
trying since then to dislodge the Sunni Muslim militants from the densely populated Old City in
western Mosul, their last Iraqi stronghold.

"lIraqi security forces continue to progress as they liberate the western side of Mosul," U.S. Army
Major General Joseph Martin, head of ground forces for the U.S.-led coalition fighting Islamic State,
said by telephone.

He declined to say whether the militants would be defeated rather within weeks or months,
saying: "It's hard to tell because the terrain changes literally every day."

Martin said Iraqgi forces had surrounded Islamic State positions but it was not always possible to
move vehicles into all parts of the Old City with its narrow streets.

"Some days like yesterday (there was) significant amount of progress, other days there is not
much progress but progress nevertheless," he said.

Iraqgi officers have said snipers have slowed them down in western Mosul in the biggest ground
operation in Iraq since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein.

"It's very complicated," Martin said. "The terrain literally changes from neighborhood to
neighborhood ... the nature of the enemy, how the population reacts."

He also said coalition forces continued to provide air support for Iraqgi forces despite an explosion
that followed an air strike that was believed to have killed scores of civilians on March 17.

The U.S. military has said a U.S.-led coalition strike had hit an Islamic State-held area where
residents and officials say as many as 200 civilians may have been killed.

"Nothing has changed in terms of air support. It's been consistent," he said.



He declined to discuss any involvement of the coalition in the explosion but said Islamic State was
"very creative in exploiting the human element" by using hospitals, schools, churches, homes and
mosques as hideouts or weapons caches.

Some 400,000 people are believed to have been trapped in western Mosul with U.N. camps filling
up with people fleeing the violence.

Daily suicide attacks and roadside bombs, along with snipers and mortars, have been the most
lethal Islamic State tactics in resisting the 100,000-strong Iraqi force.

"It's clear that their (Islamic State) competence, their cohesion and their effectiveness continues to
wane over time," he said.

But he said the militants would fight to the end and there were no signs they would run out of
ammunition anytime soon after preparing for the battle for two and half years.

"Don't underestimate the ammunition," he said. "But the outcome is very, very clear. They are
going lose and the Iraqis will win."
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