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FRANCE: HAS ALLIANCE BOOSTED MACRON'S PRESIDENTIAL CHANCES?

- 24.02.2017

EuroNews (24 February 2017)

Independent French presidential candidate Emmanuel Macron appears to be getting a boost amid 
his new alliance with influential centrist Francois Bayrou.

His first round score is up by 3.5 points, according to one opinion poll   ጀ  putting him ahead of 
conservative candidate Francois Fillon.

Hailing the partnership, Macron said: The step that was taken, our common decision on an alliance 
that we took together is, in my opinion, a real turning point not only for this campaign, but also for 
the French political life, because it shows the capacity to go beyond classical divisions of our 
political life.

But what do voters make of the alliance? One which saw Bayrou drop out of the presidential race, 
one which could tip the balance in Macrons favour.

When youre neither on the right nor on the left, in fact youre just on the right. France doesnt need 
a politics of the right at the moment, theyve already had one, said one man in Paris.

Another added: Its a happy medium, and I am really happy about this union with the centre. It 
suits me at the end of the day.

Polls see Macron as the favourite to become president if he beats Fillon through to a run-off round 
against Marine Le Pen, leader of the anti-immigrant and anti-EU National Front.
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