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PRESIDENT TRUMP PUSHED JAPAN FOR CLOSER TIES TO RUSSIA DURING THEIR SUMMIT

- 15.02.2017

Salon, 14 Feb 2017
During President Donald Trumps weekend with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, the president 
pushed for closer relations between the U.S. and Japan. But were now learning that Trump also 
pushed for closer relations between Japan and Russia.

Trump wanted Japan to work with Russia to resolve a longstanding dispute over a row of islands off 
Hokkaido that Japan wants returned, according to the Japan Times.

President Trump understands Japans (policy) to promote dialogue with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin to resolve the territorial issue, Abe told a television program after his returning from his trip 
to the United States.

Trumps approach towards Russia has starkly contrasted that of his predecessor Barack Obama, 
who expressed skepticism to Abe about cooperating with Vladimir Putin. At one point, Obama 
reportedly requested that Abe hold back from visiting the nation.

Both Abe and Trump agreed to engage in dialogue with Putin that would attempt to resolve global 
issues such as Russian military intervention in Ukraine and Syria.

 During their summit on Friday, the two world leaders confirmed their bilateral alliance as Trump 
committed to defending Japan, even if the Japanese-administered Senkaku Islands in the East 
China Sea, which are claimed by China, come under attack.

Japanese Deputy Prime Minister Taro Aso and Vice President Mike Pence will also reportedly 
engage in high-level economic dialogue. Topics will include trade, macroeconomic policy and 
infrastructure and energy projects, according to Japanese officials.

Abe also noted that the Trump administration plans to take a stronger stance addressing the 
potential nuclear threat from North Korea.

The Obama administration was cautious about using military power. (But) Mr. Trump has various 
options on the cards. He thinks he wants to resolve the issue diplomatically, Abe said.
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