AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI EURASIAN STUDIES
CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES

i AVRASYA
INCELEMELERI
MERKEZI
CENTER FOR

ROMANIA WILL AMEND DECREES THAT COULD WEAKEN ANTI-GRAFT EFFORT
- 31.01.2017

EurActiv (31 January 2017)

Romanias government will probably amend proposed decrees that critics say would weaken a
drive against corruption, the countrys justice minister said yesterday (30 January), although he
declined to state exactly what would be changed.

The government had planned to issue emergency decrees, which unlike bills passed by parliament
would take effect immediately, to reduce the sentences for some offences and grant pardons to
those convicted of others.

Thousands of Romanians rallied in the capital, Bucharest, and in other cities on Sunday (29
January) to protest the plans, which had raised concern they will weaken a crackdown on
corruption.

On Monday, Justice Minister Florin lordache held public consultations on the decree drafts.
Hundreds of people showed up, including civil rights groups, parents of convicted prisoners and
lawyers with convictions for corruption. lordache said he will analyse their suggestions.

The initial versions will certainly be amended, lordache told reporters. We will take the
observations made today into account. | dont want to say what we will eliminate or whether we
will and how the (drafts) will look.

He said he would announce a decision after consulting with Prime Minister Sorin Grindeanu.

President Klaus lohannis has repeatedly urged the cabinet to withdraw the decrees, which he said
threatened the rule of law. He also said he would call a referendum on the plans.

A solid democracy is one in which the majority does not abuse their rights just because they hold
power temporarily, lohannis wrote on his Facebook page on Monday.

The prosecutor general, the top magistrates council, chief anti-corruption prosecutor and anti-
organised crime unit chief, the supreme court, civil rights groups and diplomats have all criticised
the decrees.

As originally proposed, one decree would decriminalise some offences, including abuse of power
causing financial damage of less than 200,000 lei ( [JIIIIIIT The leader of the ruling Social
Democrats and lower house speaker, Liviu Dragnea, is currently on trial for inciting a third party to
abuse power.

Another decree would pardon convictions for several crimes if they carry sentences of less than



five years, and would cut sentences by half for all prisoners aged over 60, having a terminal illness
or children to support, and for pregnant women.

The prime minister and justice minister have said the decrees were needed to get the criminal

code in line with recent constitutional court rulings and ease the burden of Romanias overcrowded
prisons.
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