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IRAN, RUSSIA, TURKEY AGREE ON CEASE-FIRE MECHANISM FOR SYRIA AS JIHADISTS
LAUNCH ATTACKS

- 25.01.2017

Reuters, 24 Jan 2017

Iran, Russia and Turkey will establish a trilateral mechanism to observe and ensure full compliance
with the ceasefire in Syria, prevent any provocations and determine exactly how the ceasefire will
work, the three nations said in a joint statement.

Concluding the Syria talks in Astana, Tehran, Moscow and Ankara also said they supported the
willingness of the armed opposition groups to participate in the next round of negotiations to be
held in Geneva on Feb. 8 and the implementation of UN Security Council resolution 2254.

As the peace talks were underway a jihadist group launched a major assault on Free Syrian Army
factions in Syria, rebel officials said on Tuesday, igniting a new conflict among insurgents that
could further strengthen the government's hand.

The attack by jihadist group Jabhat Fateh al-Sham targeted FSA groups in northwestern Syria in an
area representing the rebellion's main territorial foothold after the opposition's defeat in Aleppo
last month.

Fateh al-Sham could not immediately be reached for comment. The group was previously known
as the Nusra Front, and changed its name after announcing it was cutting ties with al Qaeda last
year.

Tensions have been building between Fateh al-Sham and more moderate rebels since government
forces backed by Russian air power and Iranian-backed Shi'ite militias drove the rebels out of
Aleppo, a major victory for President Bashar al-Assad.

Fateh al-Sham is not covered by a shaky truce between the government and rebels brokered by
Russia and Turkey, one of the main backers of the FSA groups. The aim of the meeting in Astana,
organised by Russia, Turkey and Iran, is to shore up the ceasefire that came into effect on Dec. 30.
The commander of one of the FSA groups, Jaish al-Mujahideen, told Reuters the "extremely fierce"
Fateh al-Sham attack aimed to "eliminate the revolution and turn it black", a reference to the
black flag flown by the jihadists in Syria.

He said the group had seized "some positions", though these were far from its headquarters. "A
comprehensive war has now started against the Golani gang," he added, a reference to Abu
Mohamad al-Golani, the leader of Fateh al-Sham.

In a statement, Jaish al-Mujahideen called for other factions to "stand as if they are one man"
against the group.

Defeating "The FSA in the North"

Fateh al-Sham has a history of crushing FSA groups in the conflict that began in 2011. One of the
single biggest groups in the insurgency, Fateh al-Sham has been targeted in a spate of U.S. air



strikes in the northwest since the new year.
One of these killed dozens of its fighters at a training camp in Idlib last week. The Pentagon said
that attack was carried out by a B-52 bomber and killed more than 100 al Qaeda fighters.
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