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PREVENT SCHEME 'FUNDAMENTAL' TO STOP TERRORISM
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A senior police officer has called the government's Prevent anti-extremism programme "absolutely 
fundamental" in countering terrorism in the UK.

The programme has been criticised by MPs, the National Union of Teachers and the Muslim Council 
of Britain.

But Leicestershire Chief Constable Simon Cole said it was sometimes wrongly presented in 
"hysterical" terms as a spying operation.

It was for those needing help and support, he told the Press Association.

Around 7,500 referrals were made to the Prevent scheme last year to try to tackle home-grown 
extremism - the equivalent of 20 each day.

The period included the introduction of a new counter-extremism duty, requiring public bodies to 
stop people being drawn into terrorism, which took effect in July last year.

Of the people referred to the scheme, set up in the wake of the 7/7 bombings in London, 10% were 
deemed to have a vulnerability to terrorism and were referred to Prevent's Channel programme, 
aimed at those at risk of radicalisation.

Those found to be vulnerable but not at risk of involvement in terrorism amounted to 25%.

No action was taken with 37% of the referrals and 28% are still being considered.

Rise in far-right

Of cases where an ideology was recorded, just over half related to Islamist extremism, whilst 
nearly one in 10 were linked to far-right extremism.

Mr Cole, who is the National Police Chiefs' Council lead for Prevent, said far-right tendencies had 
increased in some areas of the country, adding that they were "typically about people who want to 
do things that destabilise communities".

He believed the programme was working, despite criticism and calls for it to be reviewed by 
educational and religious organisations, as well as politicians.



He cited the case of a young man from the north of England who was identified as expressing right-
wing views, which worried people who knew him.

He was referred to Prevent and a programme was put in place were he met people from other 
races and backgrounds through football.

Mr Cole said this changed some of the man's thinking about those groups, adding: "As a 
consequence of which, that person is probably a better citizen than they were at the start of the 
programme."

In another case, a young man in the Midlands started talking about going to Syria to fight and was 
referred to Prevent.

According to Mr Cole, "A programme was put around him about understanding why he was 
thinking what he was thinking, about explaining to him other ways that he could perhaps express 
dissatisfaction with policy and what he saw going on in the world."

The man did not go to Syria. "A couple of his mates did and they are dead," Mr Cole added.

'Try and divert'

Mr Cole said criticism of Prevent was unfair and was based on "perceptions" rather than the work 
they did.

"We try and divert, allow people the opportunity to help them make better decisions," he said. "It's 
absolutely fundamental.

"It has enabled us to try and help stabilise communities and stop people getting us into a cycle of 
aggravation."

However, he accepted that some communities were suspicious of the programme and that it 
needed to be a transparent process to gain their trust.

The duty introduced last year requires organisations such as schools and councils to "have due 
regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism".

The scheme also claims to have played a major role in stopping more than 150 attempted 
journeys to the conflicts in Iraq and Syria.

A recent internal Home Office review of Prevent recommended it should be strengthened.
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