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IS RUSSIA ACTUALLY GEARING UP FOR WAR AGAINST THE WEST?
- 28.10.2016

PRI's The World, October 27, 2016 -
If you're living in Russia right now, you might think World War lll is just around the corner.

State-controlled media is warning of possible US attacks. (One recent story warned,
"Schizophrenics from America are sharpening nuclear weapons for Moscow.") Everyone in Moscow
is now supposed to have access to a bomb shelter. The military has moved missiles closer to
Western Europe. And earlier this month, the Russian government carried out a massive three-day
civil defense exercise to prepare for a nuclear attack. Forty million people reportedly took part.

But nothing in Russia is ever as plain it seems.

| have absolutely no idea where my local bomb shelter is, says Steve Rosenberg, the BBCs Moscow
correspondent. Or whether theyd let me in.

| didnt actually see anyone myself who was taking part in an exercise, he adds. "So Im not sure if
that [40 million] figure is actually accurate.

But there's no doubt Russia has been making a show of force. In just the last couple of weeks, the
Kremlin has made several provocative moves:

Nuclear-capable Iskander missiles were moved into the enclave of Kaliningrad [] on Europes
doorstep, as Rosenberg says, "pointing west.

A carrier battle group was moved into the Mediterranean Sea to support the Russian military
campaign in Syria.

It was announced the Russian naval facility in Tartus, Syria, will be upgraded to a full, permanent
naval base.

It was announced the Russian air base in Latakia, Syria, will become a permanent air base.

Military exercises were held with Egypt, and talks began with a view to reopening an old Soviet
base in Egypt.

Russia pulled out of three nuclear agreements with the United States.
Certainly, Rosenberg says, the authorities have been flexing their muscles.

Rosenberg argues there are several reasons why this is all happening now.



Lets look at Syria first," he says. "l think Russia is using this moment in time [J the time that
America is bound up in its domestic affairs with the upcoming election [J ... to achieve military
victories on the ground, and give [Syrian President Bashar al-Assad] and Russia a stronger position
in any future negotiation.

In addition, he says, Moscow is "sending a very strong message to the West, particularly to
Washington, that Russia considers itself to be a global power which demands respect.

But Russian President Vladimir Putin isn't a suicidal president, says Rosenberg. "President Putin
does not want a military confrontation with the United States.

He says no one is expecting a new Russian land grab, like its annexation of Crimea in 2014.
But theres a big danger of miscalculation.

NATO has responded to Russias moves by bolstering its forces in the Baltic Sea, and continuing
with its plans to deploy a missile defense system.

Russia sees those kind of steps as aggressive, says Rosenberg.

So you have this spiral, he explains. NATO reacts to what it sees as Russian aggression. Russia
reacts to what it sees as NATO aggression. That is why, | think, when you speak to politicians here
and political pundits, they say this is a very dangerous time.

But direct conflict is in nobody's interest.

Its hard to believe Putin, [US President Barack] Obama, [UK Prime Minister] Theresa May, anybody,
would want a military confrontation between East and West," Rosenberg says. "Youd like to
believe that. But everything thats been going on in the last couple of weeks suggests that things
are slightly getting out of control.

There dont seem to be the checks and balances that perhaps existed in the Cold War, he says. You
know, the Cold War was dangerous, and the threat of nuclear annihilation hung over the world, but
both sides realized that, and there were kind of rules. But now Putin has kind of torn up the
rulebook, and I think the West is struggling to work out what the rules are now.

A new US president will be thrown into the mix soon. But that could be a good thing.
Maybe the US election will be a watershed, Rosenberg says.
Putin said on Thursday that Russia will work with any president whos elected, to solve any problem.

So perhaps that is a sighal, Rosenberg says, that once the US election is out of the way, there
could be a clean page, and theyll try to sort things out. But at the moment, it does look quite tense.
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