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UZBEKISTAN: IMAMS URGE WORSHIPPERS TO PICK COTTON
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There is no area of public life in Uzbekistan that can remain untouched by cotton.

 

With the end of September approaching, the harvesting season is in full swing and all available 
hands are being enlisted to the cause: teachers, students, doctors, scientists and conscripts.

 

And on Friday, imams all across the country used prayer day sermons to urge parishioners to go 
out into the fields as well. The imam at a mosque in the Kashakadarya region, Bobohon 
Abdurahimov, said the Muslim Board of Uzbekistan distributed specific instructions on appeals to 
get the faithful to participate in the gathering of raw cotton.

 

We explain to the faithful  ☀ that the gathering of cotton is a major state-level concern. Cotton is 
our national pride, that is why need an all-nation khashar (voluntary collective works drive)   ᐀ a 
joint effort for the good of society. Muslims will please God if they help the state and farmers, 
Abdurahimov told EurasiaNet.org.

 

At the largest mosques in Tashkent, worshippers can contribute to the harvest by providing 
donations, which are then used to provide for some of the cotton-pickers needs.

 

Asked if the sermons have any impact, Abdurahimov said that different people respond in different 
ways. Some limit themselves to making financial donations to help the cause, while others send 
one of their relatives to the fields. And then there are some very passive Muslims who take no 
heed whatsoever, he said.

 

According to Uzbekistans constitution, religious institutions are separate from the state, but in 
reality, the activities of faith organizations are strictly monitored and directed by security organs.



 

In other cotton-related news, Uzbekistans Labor Ministry on September 26 issued a statement 
about the prohibition on the use of forced and child labor during the harvest.

 

The statement opened with the declaration that Uzbekistan became a member of the International 
Labor Organization (ILO) in 1992 and that ratification of that membership entailed restrictions on 
which categories of citizens could work in the cotton fields.

 

The Labor Ministry claimed it is also enforcing its rules and offered the example of an instance 
when inspectors in the Samarkand region prevented college students from being used to pick the 
crop.

 

And on September 22, interim President Shavkat Mirziyoyev signed a revised labor protection law 
that takes into account recommendations issued by the ILO. The revisions should affect the safety 
regulations for women, minors, retirement-age people and disabled people in the workplace.

 

This concerted ILO charm offensive is indubitably disingenuous to a fairly great extent. 
Independent activists report that press-ganging students and government workers remains the 
norm rather than a rare exception to be discovered by zealous state inspectors.

 

Still, it shows that Tashkent is feeling the pressure of numerous international campaigns and the 
scrutiny of the ILO, among others, into the level of state-managed intimidation that accompanies 
the annual cotton harvest.

 

An ILO mission in 2013 was limited to checking for evidence of child labor, which activists 
acknowledge that Tashkent has now all but eradicated.

 

But the emerging concern has been that the burden is now shifting to adults.

 

Last year, the ILO deployed a monitoring team to examine the countrys cotton harvest for adult 
forced labor for the first time. Unsurprisingly, they found evidence of what they were seeking for.

 

The organized recruitment of adults to pick cotton is widespread, last years ILO mission found. 
While many seem to be willing recruits and see the harvest as an opportunity, in other cases 



certain indicators of forced labor have been observed.
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