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NEGOTIATIONS UNDERWAY TO FORM A GOVERNMENT IN SPAIN
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There are signs of movement on the political gridlock in Spain. At a meeting in the Spanish
congress, Albert Rivera of the liberal Ciudadanos party said that he would support a government
led by Conservative Mariano Rajoy if a package of reforms is agreed upon.

Even with the support of Cuidadanos, Rajoy would still be 176 seats shy of a majority after two
inconclusive elections.

Rivera said: For the good of Spain and Spaniards Im willing to sit down to negotiate with those
who, in my opinion, dont deserve to rule the country. Those who | think have not done things well,
those who have not committed in recent years to the fight against corruption. But | insist, there
are two options: either we have a government that we dont like or no government at all. Between
those two options | choose the less bad one.

Acting Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy of the Popular Party called upon the Socialist party to
compromise. He told a press conference: If Mister Pedro Sanchez doesnt change his stance, if he
doesnt change the No for another answer, the investiture is impossible, completely impossible and
you all know that.

Newcomers Cuidadanos have used the stalemate to push through reforms aimed at tackling
political corruption.

Rajoy continues to face an uphill struggle to form a government. He must somehow get his
political opponents from the Socialist Party on his side.
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