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RUSSIA-UKRAINE CONFLICT: FIGHTING SPIKES AS UNITY OVER EUROPEAN ECONOMIC
SANCTIONS BEGINS TO FRAY

- 29.04.2016

IB Times, 28 April 2016

Fighting in eastern Ukraine has spiked in line with the increase in ceasefire violations there,
international monitors said Thursday. The escalation has come as European countries debate
whether to continue their economic sanctions on Russia over the Kremlins actions in Ukraine,
Agence France-Presse reported.

During the past weeks, the [Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, or OSCE] has
registered the highest number of ceasefire violations in months, AFP quoted chief monitor Ertugrul
Apakan as saying. Armed violence in eastern Ukraine has once again reached worrying levels.

The conflict in eastern Ukraine broke out in April 2014 after Russia annexed Crimea from Ukraine
the preceding month. The war has pitted Ukrainian government troops against pro-Russian rebels
and left more than 9,000 people dead and more than 1.4 million displaced. In addition, more than
1.5 million people have gone hungry because of the violence, the United Nations food relief
agency said at the beginning of this month.

The Russian government continues to insist its troops are not involved in the conflict, despite
several of its soldiers being captured by the Ukrainian military. Both sides have violated the Minsk
Il peace agreement that was signed in February 2015 in an effort to bring the conflict to a close.
The OSCE reported an increase in artillery and mortar use banned under the terms of the deal, as
well as a rise in attacks on monitors.

A sustainable ceasefire is of central importance to the further implementation of the Minsk
agreements, Apakan said. Now is the time for the sides to show visible and decisive action to
restore it.



Leaders of the self-proclaimed Donetsk Peoples Republic claimed this week that at least four
civilians were killed in shelling by the Ukrainian military. However, the military denied it carried out
any shelling during the relevant time period.

The spike in violence comes as Frances lower house of parliament voted Thursday in favor of
lifting economic sanctions on Russia that were levied after the annexation of Crimea. The
nonbinding vote signals fraying European unity over policy on Russia.

[The sanctions are] totally ineffective today to solve this international crisis and are dangerous for
Frances interests, lawmaker Thierry Mariani said.

The U.S. vowed this week to maintain its own sanctions on Russia until the terms of the Minsk
agreement are met. Russias economy has been hit hard, not only by the sanctions but also by the
low oil prices around the globe. The World Bank has predicted the Russian economy will contract
by 1.9 percent in 2016.
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