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The great British historian Norman Stone, born in 1941, died on June 19, 2019. He 
mastered a dozen languages, including French, German, Hungarian, Russian and Turkish - 
not as much as the fifteen languages known by Bernard Lewis, but much more than most 
of his contemporaries, even academics. This francophone was also a francophile, who was 
an admirer of Robert Mantran, Gilles Veinstein and Stéphane Yerasimos, but very few of 
the French know this because of the timidness and prejudice of some, and the ideological 
sectarianism of others.

His work on the Eastern Front of the First World War (titled The Eastern Front), for the first 
time published in 1975, and periodically reprinted, has had much impact on his peers as 
well as on a wider audience. His mastery of languages  ଠ愀渀搀 his effort to work on archives 
renewed knowledge on an aspect of this conflict much less studied than the Western 
Front. His book Europe Transformed: 1878-1919 on the rise to the top and fall of liberal 
Europe and its domination of the world was examined by Eric Hobsbawm, a scholar at the 
New School for Social Research in New York.

Stone also made history, having advised Margaret Thatcher. Furthermore, even the 
majority of his opponents -Stone was a powerful propagandist- would agree with his 
articles in the Daily Telegraph, Spectator, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and 
Cornuccopia. Anyone who had the chance to talk to Stone could see that he was much 
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