Dear (name of the MP),
I am writing as a British Turkish Cypriot living in your constituency to inform you that the letter campaign launched on the website of the “National Federation of Cypriots” is laden with false claims and misrepresentations regarding the Cyprus issue, particularly targeting the legitimate rights and interests of the Turkish Cypriot people as co-owners of the island. 
In order to shed light on the realities of the situation in Cyprus, including concerning the issue of hydrocarbon resources around the island, I would like to bring the following to your kind attention:

· As recognized by the international community as well as the Greek Cypriot side itself, the Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots, as the two co-owners of the island of Cyprus, are also the co-owners of the hydrocarbon resources around the island. 
· As known, Turkey also has legal and sovereign rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in the region, which she registered with the UN. 
· Despite the above, since 2003, the Greek Cypriot side has been pursuing a highly hypocritical approach by engaging in unilateral activities such as opening tenders, licensing international oil companies and signing bilateral agreements regarding the delimitation of its unilaterally declared so-called EEZ, without the consent or participation of the Turkish Cypriot side, hence rendering these activities illegal.  

· From the beginning, the Turkish Cypriot side has objected to all the unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot administration relating to maritime zones, and made two constructive proposals through the UN Secretary-General in 2011 and 2012 to:

·   either suspend all actions pertaining to hydrocarbons until a comprehensive settlement was reached; 
·   or to establish a joint committee where the two sides as co-owners would jointly conduct all activities including the planning, decision-making and implementation of the project. 
Both proposals were rejected by the Greek Cypriot side. 
· Unfortunately, the international community’s stance, including the United Kingdom, of turning a blind eye to the rights and interests of the Turkish Cypriot people as regards the hydrocarbon resources around the island, has encouraged the Greek Cypriot side in its unilateral steps. 
· The Turkish Cypriot side has put on record from the beginning that if the Greek Cypriot side persisted with its unilateral hydrocarbon activities, it would also take reciprocal steps to protect its own rights and interests regarding the hydrocarbon resources. Hence, the reciprocal, albeit peaceful steps by the Turkish Cypriot side, in cooperation with the Republic of Turkey, whether by conducting exploration or drilling activities. 
· The UN Secretary-General’s and Security Council’s calls in January 2019 to establish a mechanism of cooperation on tension-raising issues is a chance for the sides and the relevant parties to turn the hydrocarbon issue into an opportunity in the interest of peace, stability and energy security on the island and in the region. The Turkish Cypriot side remains ready to cooperate with the Greek Cypriot side and the relevant parties in this regard. However, in order to urge the Greek Cypriot side towards this end, it is necessary for leading countries in the international community, including the UK, to speak up and state that it is high time for the two sides on the island to cooperate on the hydrocarbon resources. 
· As for the allegations regarding the history of Cyprus it should be noted that just as Turkey did not “invade” Cyprus 45 years ago, it is not “invading Cypriot waters” today.  The rightful and legal intervention of Turkey in 1974 was carried out in line with the 1960 Treaty of Guarantee – one of the three Treaties establishing the 1960 Republic of Cyprus – to prevent annexation of the island to Greece (Enosis) and the total annihilation of the Turkish Cypriots on the island as a result of the coup d’état staged by the Junta in Greece, along with its Greek Cypriot collaborators, on 15 July 1974. In fact, there is no single UN Security Council Resolution on Cyprus referring to the legitimate intervention of Turkey as "invasion".

· The real invasion in Cyprus is the invasion by the Greek Cypriot administration, by force of arms, of the seat of Government of the 1960 partnership Republic of Cyprus, which led to the destruction of the said Republic 56 years ago, in 1963. This reality is also evidenced by the fact the Green Line which marked the geographical division of the island was drawn in 1963 and the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) was deployed to the island on 4 March 1964. Hence, the Greek Cypriot attempt to blame Turkey’s rightful intervention 45 years ago for the commencement of the Cyprus problem is futile. 
In this respect, I would like to request your support in highlighting the fact that cooperation between the two co-owners of the hydrocarbon resources around the island is of urgency in terms of reconciliation, security and stability on the island and in the region. 
Yours sincerely, 
(name)

